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escaping from centuries of thraldom to the Turk,
dedicated to national freedom. They had at least
fought for freedom. But it was national freedom.
If, in the war with Austria, some of them consciously
fought to liberate the Croats it was because they
believed that the Croats were Serbs also. The Serbs
were the only race with any experience of parliamentary
and constitutional government. Milan Obrenovhch
was obliged to grant a liberal constitution in 1889.
When his successor, Alexander Obrenovitch, tampered
with the constitution he was murdered and the Serbs
invited the man who had translated Mill on Liberty to
be their King, He was King by popular election and
was obliged to respect the political freedom of his
subjects. That obligation happened to coincide with
his personal inclination. He removed his son George
from the succession lest political freedom be endangered
by the unruly disposition of the heir. Alexander was
not quite so democratically minded as his father but he
also, upon accession, submitted himself to parliamentary
election.

In the peace era after the war the Serbs at least
understood the practice and mechanism of parliamentary
government. A parliament had even sat at Corfu
and deliberated throughout the tragic years when
Serbia was said to be non-existent. It was a group of
turbulent Serb politicians which had been elected by
Serbs and it naturally came back thinking of itself as
Serb rather than Jugoslav.

In the empire of Austria-Hungary Croatia lay under
the jurisdiction of Budapest and was governed by a
Hungarian viceroy. From the status resembling that
of a conquered province it had been moving towards
self-responsibility, but the progress had been tardy. It
had had its petty diet but the franchise was limited to
less than a twelfth part of the population. In 1918
manhood suffrage was granted by Austria-Hungary, but
that was a war measure designed to stem the tide of